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“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”  

~Isaiah 43:19 

Dear Community, 

As you are likely aware the Center for Disease Control (CDC) has now stated that “fully vaccinated 

people can resume activities without wearing a mask or physically distancing, except where required 

by federal, state, local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules, and regulations, including local business and 

workplace guidance.” (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html) 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts effective May 29 has also lifted all COVID restrictions and will 

adopt CDC face covering guidance which can be found here https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/daily-life-coping/participate-in-activities.html.  

During our May Council meeting the Council voted for all groups to resume meeting indoors,  

however, to continue meeting masked for now. Additionally, once the Massachusetts COVID  

restrictions expire (May 29) gathering groups may gather outdoors without masks, but it is  

recommended to continue keeping some distance at worship.  
 

As we know not all people are still able to get vaccinate. There is still no vaccine for children under 12 

although there is hope it will soon be out and others for various reasons are unable to get vaccinated. 

This of course means they will need to continue wearing masks for their own safety. Even though I 

know I have been vaccinated there is no sign around my shoulders, no hat or halo saying: “I am safe”. 

Which means a child or immune compromised person would not know. The only way a person would 

know that I am safe is by wearing a mask.  

Jesus said: “Let the children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kin-dom 

of God belongs” (Mark 10:14). Children, immune compromised individuals, and others who have not 

received the vaccine for one reason or another are part of God’s beloved community. If our children, 

or our children’s parents, are unsure of their kids being around adults who are unmasked because 

their kids have not been vaccinated, we are unintentionally creating a separation in God’s beloved 

community. This is why you will see myself and Rev. Jennie still wearing masks at our outdoor  

worship services.  
 

We have each intentionally decided to continue wearing masks so that our children and visitors will 

feel safe, beloved and welcome. 

Thanks be to God as we continue to move forward and prayers abound for the researchers as they  

continue to work on the vaccine for our children.  

 

Blessings, 

Rev. Tina 
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C H U R C H  S C H O O L  N E W S :  

V o l u m e  5 4 ,  I s s u e  6  

Thanks to Ms. Betsy (Pottey) for leading our church school in May.  It’s been 
a great year.  Even online, we have grown together.  

We are getting ready for Celebration Sunday on June 13!   

Come to worship on June 6 to prepare and practice for leading worship on 
June 13.  We have a dance to learn, and parts to assign.  There will be  
speaking and non-speaking parts – there’s plenty for everyone no matter 
their interests.  Then come back on June 13 for child-led worship that celebrates our hard work this 
year and other milestones of our children and youth.  Communion on Celebration Sunday will be 
served by the students who completed communion education this year.   
All summer we will be offering fun, kid-friendly activities during in-person worship!  There 
will be a time for all ages each week (except on communion Sundays) and the prayspace will be 
open at the rear of our worship space.  A craft, books, and manipulatives that connect to the theme 
of the day will be offered.  Rev. Jennie will be playing and guiding our youngest so that they can 
learn about worship, and families will be able to worship together-yet-separate.   
Everyone is welcome! 
What are we going to do all summer?  Why, find God stories, of course!  Watch email updates for a 
summer fun pack that will be available for families to pick up after the school year ends. 

YOUTH NEWS: 
DRUM ROLL PLEASE!  Join your friends from around the Cape to  
participate in the UCC National Youth@Synod, a youth gathering that  
happens every other year to learn about how our denomination operates and 
its areas of focus.  This week-long program will be held at our church July 11-18 
(see schedule below – activities still developing).  We will meet together and 
participate in the online events, and then do some projects and fun activities in person.  Students 
age 13+ are invited to participate.  Cost is $125, and financial assistance is available.  
More information and registration is available at:  
https://forms.gle/MLPsof4RzzpYTDZk8 

Date Time(s) Theme Activity 

Sunday 7/11 2:30-7:00 God's Love Planting Project 

Monday 7/12 2:30-7:00 God's Identity Mental Health Outreach 

Tuesday 7/13 2:30-5:30 & 9-11 Creativity Pt 1 Trivia/Kahoot Night & Bonfire 

Wednesday 7/14 2:30-7:00 Liberation 
Visit NAACP 
Museum 

Thursday 7/15 2:30-9:00 Creativity Pt 2 Bike the Canal/Dinner Picnic/
Escape Room Social Event 

Friday 7/16 2:30-7:00 God's Creation Environmental Project 

Saturday 7/17 7:00PM -  
Sunday 11AM 

Showcase Campout overnight at church/
Participate in leadership of 
worship in the morning 

https://forms.gle/MLPsof4RzzpYTDZk8


Kudos:  Many thanks to our youth who completed the Yard Sale Challenge, purchasing items to be 
repurposed to benefit Colorful Kidz.  Together we will bring bedroom makeovers to kids who have a 
special need to feel God’s love from our caring youth! 

Our youth also provided yard cleanups to 2 church families this spring.  Way to go, Connor Gill, Ryan 
Gill, and Henry Madden!  More caring and sharing God’s love makes the world a better place.  
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It’s almost Summer Solstice!  6 months into the year.  We move along to a rhythm.  And in the  
summer, the rhythm is the incredibly long days vs. the short nights.  On a moonless night in the dark 
eastern sky, you will notice the Milky Way Galaxy – thousands and thousands of stars shining on us.   
“We're made of star stuff," Carl Sagan famously stated.  His statement sums up the fact that the carbon, 
nitrogen and oxygen atoms in our bodies, as well as atoms of all other heavy elements, were created in 
previous generations of stars over 4.5 billion years ago. Because humans and every other animal as well 
as most of the matter on Earth contain these elements, we are literally made of star stuff, said Chris 
Impey, professor of astronomy at the University of Arizona. 

So how has the star word you received in January manifested in your daily life?  Has it become part of 
you?  Maybe that’s part of your God Stories! 

More creative arts!  We will be gathering online on Thursday, June 3 at 4:00 to color flags that will 
adorn our worship space on June 13 too.  Fabric and fabric markers for the flags were included in the 
May church school supplies.  Get them ready so that you can join us for flag making.  If you didn’t  
receive the fabric, let us know (@revjennieval@comcast.net) and we will get one to you. If you prefer 
to color your flag independently using the theme “God Promises Love”, please return your creation to 
the church by Friday, June 11.   
 

Faith Formation Retreat:   
The Faith Formation Ministries Committee will meet for a retreat on Monday, June 7 form 9am-1pm 
at Rev. Jennie’s home.  We’re already planning for the coming year so get ready for some great  
programs to help your family become even more caring, sharing God’s love. 



 NOW ENROLLING 

2, 3, 4 & 5 Half day programs  

W H A T  I S  M U D D Y  C H U R C H ? ?  

I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h   

G o d  &  o t h e r s  i n  n a t u r e !  

L i s t e n i n g  &  S h a r i n g / A c c e p t a n c e  &  W o n d e r i n g / D i s c i p l i n g  

When: June 6th @ 4:00 p.m. 
Where: East Sandwich Game Farm 

 

A monthly journey of faith, growing in understanding of God, developing and being encouraged  
into deeper relationship with God through informal reflection, natural liturgy and accompanying.   
 

This month we meet at the Game Farm in East Sandwich.   
This wonderful resource is located near where Scorton Creek 
intersects with Route 6A.  
 

Muddy Church offers a space where whole families can come 
together, friends can meet up, those alone can walk with others, 
where people are invited to share their questions and lives.  
Each gather will offer a theme, scripture or other texts, learning 
about creation, and hands on activities.   

Join First Church leaders Mary Beers and Rev. Jennie for this gathering rain or shine.  Dress for the 
weather and getting close to the earth; hiking/walking shoes & long pants tucked into socks are  
recommended.  Youngsters, please bring a grownup with you.   
Others-come alone or bring a friend.   
Bring your family! Bring your open heart and sense of awe! 
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AUGUST 2-6 

Vacation Bible School 
at the church!! 

 
 

Registration is open for  
Discovery on Adventure Island – where we will be 
guided by a Lighthouse Keeper and Beacon the 
Puffin on an exciting quest to find five mysterious 
Infinity Lanterns to help light our way. Using map 
coordinates from our Reference Book (the Bible), 
we will discover clues to finding each Lantern 
while learning how God's light shines in the lives 
of familiar biblical characters in Old and New  
Testament stories.   Want to help prepare VBS or 
be part of the leadership?  Contact Rev. Jennie 
(revjennieval@comcast.net). 
 

VBS Registration:   
https://firstchurchsandwich.mycokesburyvbs.com/  

https://firstchurchsandwich.mycokesburyvbs.com/


J U B I L E E :  

Jubilee will meet in the First Church  “Alice Woerpel” Garden on Tuesday, 
June 1st 4:30-6:00pm. Everyone is invited to bring their own salad as we join 
together to discuss News of the World by Paulette Jiles. (if the weather in  
inclement we will move inside the church.) Our books for the summer: 
 

July 6th  The Star-Crossed Sisters of Tuscany by Lori Nelson Spielman and  

August 3rd  The Girl With Seven Names by Hyeonseo Lee.  
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BIBLE STUDY:   
Wednesdays, 12:30-1:30pm 
Meets in the Church Garden 
 

Why are so many intelligent and compassionate people embarrassed to say 
they find wisdom and comfort in the Bible? Why do so many  
seekers turn to New Age religions instead of the Bible? 
And how as a society did we come to cede biblical interpretation to those 
who would use the Bible as a tool for division and exclusion? 
 

In this groundbreaking book, Peter Gomes shows how to read the Bible 
and what it says about the topics that concern us all, including joy    
suffering, evil, and goodness. He also explains what the Bible really says 
about women, gays and lesbians, and people of color. With compassion, 
humor, and insight, he gives readers the tools and understanding they 
need to make the ancient wisdom of the Bible a dynamic part of their modern lives. 
 

Join us for Bible Study every Wednesday at 12:30pm at the church, starting June 16th as we dive into 
The Good Book to learn more about the Holy Bible and our faith. If you are interested in joining the 
study please let Rev. Tina know by June 6th, revtina@comcast.net. 
 

Peter J. Gomes has been minister of Harvard University's Memorial Church since 1974, when he was 
appointed Pusey Minister of the church, and serves as Plummer Professor of Christian Morals. An 
American Baptist minister, he was named one of America's top preachers by Time magazine. He is 
the recipient of thirty-three honorary degrees and an Honorary Fellow of Emmanuel College, the 
University of Cambridge, England, where the Gomes Lectureship is established in his name.  

CONNECTIONS: 
THE 4TH OF JULY PARADE IS ON!!!    
So is our own Strawberry Festival to sell Strawberry Shortcakes 
to all the parade goers!! Please contact Cheryl Johnson at 
cljrx57@yahoo.com if you would like to help in this project.  
We need people to help cut up strawberries, make shortcakes, help 
prepare the strawberry shortcakes, and sell them. We will gather in 
the Gates Room on June 30th at 6pm to do the prep work. Welcome all workers! 
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Rev. Tina, Jenna and Michelle 

Lane at the baptism of  

Lane Ruth on May 16th.   

Photo by Diane Ranney 
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WILL YOU SHARE? 

Summer Sermon Series Based on Your God Stories 
We all have a story, a time or place when God has entered 
our lives without a doubt. Would you share your story with 
the congregation? I will use your story as part of worship 
and build my sermon around it.  
The theme for the summer will be God Stories: Sharing 
Life with Others.  Your story doesn’t need to be a book, 
just a page or so in length or a minute or two when spoken. 
If you are interested in participating please email me at 
Revtina@comcast.net or call the church office 508-888-
0434. Thank you!  
~Rev. Tina 

CHURCH CIRCLE: 

Church Circle invites all First Church Women & 
Friends to join us for our meetings, luncheons and 
events.  
 

Circle is planning two outdoor get-togethers in the 
coming months and we hope to see many of you there!! 
 

On June 17 we will travel to Barnstable Village to  
Osterville Too restaurant where we will have lunch at 
their covered picnic tables.  Then we will head to Sue 
Spurling's Beach House (118 Commerce St, Barnstable) to have dessert in her 
backyard. (Bring Chairs,  Rain Date is June 18,  Email Sue if you  plan to  
attend suecq922@aol.com) 
 

Our Annual Picnic will be held on July 22 in Jan Kasper's yard (6 Aviators 
Lane, Sandwich ) where her beautiful hydrangeas will be in bloom.   
Attendees will be asked to bring a dish to share and Circle will provide  
beverages.  (Bring Chairs, Rain Date is July 23,  Email Jan if you plan to  
attend geojank@gmail.com ) 
 

We had a last minute enjoyable picnic on the Canal when the weather turned nice in May.  We  
notified the women on our email list and twenty of them arrived with their chairs and lunch. If you 
are not on the Church Circle Contact List,  send your email to  Pam Baker (roupeandpam@aol.com) so 
you will be notified of future events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONNECTIONS: 
COFFEE HOUR IS COMING BACK 
IN JUNE!!! In the Memorial Garden 
after  Sunday Service. Please come an  
re-connect with our Church Family 
and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea. 

Coffee Hour  

Returns 

mailto:Revtina@comcast.net
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 BAZAAR / YARD & RUMMAGE SALE (definitely) Re-imagined and expanded upon! 

It will be held outside up the driveway and in the parking lot. 

Saturday, August 21st 9:00 – 2:00 (rain date Aug. 28th) 

There will now be Craft tables, a Book & Plant table and Almond Cakes added to the Yard Sale tables 
and a Rummage section.  
Have you been sorting & cleaning during the pandemic? Are you planning to do some spring cleaning?   
Would you like to support the church as ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE CHURCH and get rid of “stuff”? 

 

 Here’s How: 

1) Sign up with Nancy Lawrence nancjl@comcast.net for a table (or two or more). Bring your items ALL 
PRICED the morning of the Sale beginning at 6:30AM and set up items on your table(s). The tables 
will be all arranged outside and ready for your wares. 

2)   Agree to return that very afternoon following the Sale 2:30-4:30 to pick-up all your unsold items.  
 

Don’t have “stuff,” but want to help – sign-up to: 

 Be a cashier during the Sale 

 Assist people with setting items on their tables in the early morning 

of the Sale. 

 Serve as a floater to assist customers during the Sale. 

 Help people pack their “remaining goods” the afternoon of the Sale. 
 

Rummage Sale: 

Save!  Save! Save! Your new or gently used women’s, men’s and  

children’s clothing, shoes, pocket books and coat hangers (you can get 

these back). Donations can be dropped off at the church in the rear 

parking lot on: August 19th 9am-12pm & August 20th 5pm-7pm 

*Do not drop off items before these dates!  
 

Members from Outreach and the youth group will collect, sort, and price these donations.  
 

NOMINATING NOTE: 

Our Outreach Committee is looking for a few more members. Outreach is responsible for keeping our 
members informed and involved with our Church's wider ministries. This year they are running a 
Rummage Sale in August, helping with yardwork and small house repairs with The Big Fix in October, 
and organizing the Thanksgiving food collection in November. 

Please consider joining  the Outreach Committee and getting involved in these and other activities 
which reach out to our wider community.   

It's a great way to live out our motto of "Caring People Sharing God's Love". 

Contact Pam Baker, Nominating  (roupeandpam@aol.com / 508-888-6479) if you are willing to join 
the Outreach Committee or to be listed as  possible helping hands.  Thank you for your prayerful  
consideration. 

mailto:nancjl@comcast.net


PLEASE KEEP THESE FRIENDS IN  
YOUR PRAYERS:  

  
Prayers for Comfort & Healing:   

Daryl Forth, Janet Garfield, Richard Augustine, 
Jessica Freitas, Dick Hardaker, Marilyn Hall, 

Pearl Simpson, Bud Lamson 
 

Prayers of Sympathy:  
The Hendy Family on the loss of Julia,  

and all others who have lost loved ones.  
 

Home Bound: Mildred Lauzier,  
Marjorie Hadley, Aggie Rosander 

All are welcome to celebrate the Good News with us in God's natural sanctuary every  
Sunday. Bring a folding chair, wear a mask and stay socially distant as we gather together as God's 
beloved community while our indoor sanctuary undergoes construction. In the event of inclement 

weather, in person worship will be cancelled, and service will be live streamed on Youtube. 

 
 
 
Clyde Gill Memorial ~ 
We will be holding a memorial service to  
celebrate the life of Clyde Gill on Sunday June 27 
at 2:00 at St. John’s Episcopal Church (159 Main 
St., Sandwich)  
We also invite you to join us after the service for 
a reception at the American Legion’s outdoor  
pavilion at 20 Main St (route 130) Sandwich, MA 
~ The Gill Family 
 
Judy Hendy Celebration of Life~ 
A Celebration of Judy’s Life will take place on 
Sunday June 13th 2 - 6 pm at the American  
Legion Hall in Sandwich.  
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JULY 4TH: 

On July 4th the Town of Sandwich is holding the Annual Fourth of  
July Parade which runs down Main Street. Since the holiday falls on 
Sunday and the parade tentatively scheduled for 4 pm the Deacons,  
Vitality and Rev. Tina have a creative plan to combine worship with the 
fun community festivities. Everyone is invited to join us that day for a 
Devotional before we decorate the float. Then come ride on the float, 
walk in the parade or cheer along the parade route as we share God’s 
Love with Sandwich! Time, location and theme of float decoration will 
be forth coming, so stay tuned! 
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H O U S I N G  A S S I S T A N C E  C O R P O R A T I O N  ( H A C ) :  

HAC offers housing programs and services on Cape Cod, Martha’s  
Vineyard, and Nantucket.  HAC operates four family homeless shelters, provides outreach services to 
people living on the streets and in the woods, offers financial assistance to prevent homelessness,  
manages 1,200 rental vouchers, provides foreclosure counseling and financial literacy workshops.  
HAC’s vision is a community in which everyone is stably housed and they can deliver housing and  
services that meet the needs or their local community.   
 

People served: 180,000+/Housing units built: 550+/People sheltered: 20,000+ 
 

Lack of housing is a community problem, but that means we can solve it as a community.  
Angel House-is a HAC operated family shelter in Hyannis for homeless women, who are recovering 
from drug and alcohol addiction, and their children. Angel House typically shelters 13 mothers and 20-
26 children for approximately 12 months and provides a structured, secure environment where mothers 
and children can be reunited and recover from the dual traumas of substance abuse and homelessness. 
 

The Big Fix- The Big Fix is an annual fundraising & community service event coordinated by Housing 
Assistance Corporation (HAC). The vision of this event is to raise funds to enrich our existing services 
while making minor home improvements that will enhance the comfort, safety and quality of life for 
seniors, the disabled and veterans on Cape Cod and the Islands.  

SHARING GOD’S LOVE! 
Church member Pat Marshall called Rev. Tina overwhelmed 
after her tenant had left her with a huge mess. She asked if 
there were any church members who might be willing to 
lend her a hand, so the word was put out. Over a dozen First 
Church members showed up ready to paint, do dump runs, 
cut grass, weed, replace door knobs, and whatever else was 
needed on Saturday May 22 to help Pat clean up and put her 
mind at ease.  Great job church!  



Note Worship Service 

Time Change!!  

Now Sunday @ 9:30 
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SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE, UCC NEWS 

Join us online for the installation of the Rev. Darrell 
Goodwin as the first Executive 
Conference Minister of the 
Southern New England  
Conference. 
 

The Rev. Goodwin, who  
began serving on Jan. 1, is the 
first openly LGBT black  
person to serve as a  
Conference Minister in the 
United Church of Christ. As  
the Chief Vision-Keeper, he is     
responsible for guiding the 
conference and its affiliates to 
have a positive and lasting  
impact in our world. 
 

Rev. Traci Blackmon, Associate 
General Minister for Justice 
and Local Church Ministries for the United Church of Christ, will preach at this installation.  
 

Register here to receive the Zoom link for this historic event.   
 
https://www.sneucc.org/eventdetail/15220830?month=6&year=2021&day=1&display=m   
  

V o l u m e  5 4 ,  I s s u e  6  

HERE NOW MINISTRIES - OUTDOOR MINISTRY  

June 6 ~ 2pm 

July 11 ~ 2pm  

First Baptist Church, 486 Main St, Hyannis, MA 

Join Rev. Tina Walker-Morin, Chris Ranney, and founder Rev. Pam Wannie for 

Here Now Ministries. This ministry is a radically inclusive and radically  

welcoming open space for worship, prayer and fellowship.  We meet outdoors on 

the front lawn of the Baptist church in Hyannis and welcome the un-housed and housed to be in 

community as God’s people.  Our vision is to meet  people where they are and gather in God’s love to 

help break down barriers and stigma, to sing, pray, and worship together and to share a communion 

feast where everyone is welcome at the table. Come join us for worship, or help Chris make  

sandwiches, donate new clothes and be the church in action! If you would like to make donations, 

please contact Rev. Tina.  revtina@firstchurchsandwich.org 

https://sneucc-reg.brtapp.com/RevGoodwinInst
mailto:revtina@firstchurchsandwich.org
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Vacation Bible School 

August 2nd-6th, 2021 
Registration cost is $60/child,  

not to exceed $120 per family. 

For online registration go to: 

https://firstchurchsandwich.mycokesburyvbs.com/ 

COFFEE HOUR IS COMING BACK IN JUNE!!!  
In the Memorial Garden after  Sunday Service. 

Please come an re-connect with our Church Family 
and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea. 

Coffee Hour  

Returns 

Please note Sunday worship time change starting June 6th!!! 

   Sundays @ 9:30 a.m. 

https://firstchurchsandwich.mycokesburyvbs.com/

