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Dear First Church, 
 

This Lent our theme is Prayer with the scripture “Devote yourselves to prayer, keep alert in it with  

thanksgiving” from Colossians 4:2 guiding our way.  Dr. Anthony Stern wrote in his foreword to the Second 

Edition: Mother Teresa’s Faith and Doubt that “the main point of prayer is that it strengthens our faith in the 

face of doubt, wherever we are on the sinner-saint spectrum.” 

I love this idea of prayer, that it is not to get answers but rather to strengthen our faith. If we approach prayer 

from this mindset, we can experience prayer in many different ways. One way is through Love. I saw a lot of 

Love in action during our winter soup lunches. From the soup makers, to hosts, to servers, cider pourers, dish 

washers and of course through the gatherers. During these luncheons I had many conversations with members 

and nonmembers as well as children. Yes children! Terri from Joyful Noise brought her lunch-bunch down each 

week to enjoy the great soup.  

One day our beloved little Josie came over to me, shyly smiling and handed me a picture. It was a great drawing 

of a big yellow sun and a green skunk. I was informed that the skunk was named Penelope and she was spraying 

her stinky smell all over the place. I was so touched that Josie took the time and made me such an awesome 

drawing.  

Small Josie taking the time to draw and give me a picture was a great sign of love. Every night I pray for every-

one, including our youth at First Church. As Mother Teresa says, “Love to be true has to begin with God in 

prayer. If we pray, we will be able to love, and if we love, we will be able to serve.” 

As we journey towards the resurrection, let us continue to pray in our many different ways so that we may  

continue to love one another as Christ has loved us and spread that love to our wider community. 
 

Blessings to you this month, 

Rev. Tina 

    P.S. Keep those youth sport and activities schedules coming!  

    I am really enjoying watching our kids in action.    

 

 
“Devote yourselves to prayer,  

 keeping alert in it with thanksgiving” ~Colossians 4:2 

 

Lenten Spiritual Practices:  

Prayer Through Song: 

"Songwriting for God's Church" 

Session 2 & 3: April 2 & 3 @ 7:15 p.m. 
 

Praying through the Arts: Praying IN Coloring 

 April 4th @ 6:30pm 

 

Bible Study– Every Wednesday @ noon 
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OUTREACH NEWS 

SAVE YOUR OLD JEANS!!  Our Sole Hope Shoe Party will be on April 28th 

from 10:00 a.m.– 1:00 p.m. See lives change two feet at a time!  We will cut out 

templates for toddler shoes size 9 to be sent to Uganda, Africa where they will be 

made into shoes for children.  The soles for the shoes will be made from old tires.   

This offers hope, healthier lives and freedom from foot related diseases.   

Please sign up on the bulletin board and bring in old jeans and strong  

scissors to cut jeans. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
If you are 62+, a veteran, or disabled, and need assistance at home, our new  

helping hands ministry will help you with your external projects.  Volunteers from 

our church will meet with you, discuss your needs and make a plan.   

Please fill out the application on the bulletin board and place in the Outreach 

mailbox in the office. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Rev. Tina spoke with  Outreach about planning a mission trip. Many of  the UCC churches have an annual mis-

sion trip which includes the youth program.  There are guidelines for different age groups. The outreach team is 

really excited about planning a trip.  Anyone interested in helping to  plan a mission trip, should talk with any of 

the outreach members.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Thank you generous 

church  Members. We 

collected $1900.00 in 

food gift cards for the 

Coast Guard Base during 

the government shut 

down and the cards were  

delivered to the members 

at the base. Whenever 

the Outreach Team asks 

for donations your  

kindness is always over-

whelming. See the thank 

you letter to the left.  
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Have a Newsletter  
Submission? 

 

Please email Jennie Fagnant 

(Sanducc@firstchurchsandwich.org) or place the 

submission in the purple folder on the office 

door by the 20th of each month. In addition to 

the Spire news can publicized on the website, 

and in the weekly bulletins– please specify. 

Call Jennie in the church office at  

508-888-0434 with any questions. 

Welcome New Members 

Reaffirmation of  Faith: 

Richard Capra 
Lynda Colby   
Nita Costa 

Arnie Goodrich 
Joe Ellis 

Kathy Gernhardt 
Donna Henrici 
Diane Martin 
Suki Meredith 

Woody Niemann 
 

Transfers: 

Rev. Tina Walker–Morin:  

Pilgrim Congregational Church, N. Weymouth 

Tracy Morin: First Church, Ipswich 

Rev. Tina welcomes new 

members March 3rd.  

Photo by Marilyn Dexter. 

Faith on Tap Continues! 

Faith isn’t just a topic for Sundays. Join us for conversa-

tion that deepens our community about where faith and  

community converge, in a safe place to engage in faith, 

doubt, and to ask   questions. All are welcome!  

When:  

1st Wednesday each month @ 7:00PM 

Where:  

British Beer Company, Sandwich 

 

Ladies Circle Events 

On Thursday, April 18th, we will meet at First Church at 11am to car pool to The Community of Jesus, The 

Church of the Transfiguration, in Rock Harbor Orleans.  Bring a lunch which we can eat on the premises and 

enjoy their gift shop and tour of the premises. 

Thursday May 16th, Annual Luncheon at Upper Cape Tech in Bourne. 

Thursday June 20th there will be a picnic lunch at Jan Kasper's home in Sandwich 

will end the groups season. More details will follow and sign up sheets will be 

posted outside the church office.   

All women of First Church are welcome to join us for all of these outings.  

If you have any questions call Susan Spurling at 508-477-6620! 
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 Easter Flowers 
Members of the Flower Committee will be in the Gates room between services  
Sunday,  April 7th,  and Palm Sunday, April 14th. If you wish, you may 

complete the form below and mail your order with check to the church; otherwise, 
forms will be available at the table in the Gates room.   

Please make your check payable to:  

First Church of Christ,  Attn. Flowers (in memo). 

  The deadline for ordering plants is Palm Sunday April 14, 2019. 
 

Lily $10.00  __________          Spring Bulb $8.00  _______ 
 

 In memory of_____________________________________ 

 OR celebration of __________________________________ 

 Name of donor____________________________________ 
  

_______Deliver to shut-in  ______ I will take my plant (after 11:00 am service) 

MAIL FORM AND PAYMENT TO:  
First Church Sandwich, Attn. Flower Committee  

PO Box 810, Sandwich, MA 02563 

On-line Vacation Bible School Registration Now Open - 

Blast off with First Church Sandwich, UCC’s Vacation Bible 

School (VBS) to land on the moon! To Mars and Beyond will 

help kids discover the wonders of God's universe. They'll be-

come Voyagers on a journey through space, exploring where 

God's power can take them. Along the way, they'll learn how 

God walked with heroes of the Bible, and that God is always 

with them, too. Add to the adventure with out-of-this-world fun, 

learning, and timeless Bible stories that inspire kids to give glory 

to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or  

imagine!  

August 5th-August 9th / 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Registration cost is $60/child, not to exceed $120 per family. 

 

To register log on to:  

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/

firstchurchuccsandwich 
 

Checks can be made payable to First 

Church Sandwich UCC. Please mark 

VBS in the memo line.  

Praying IN Color- 

April 4th @ 6:30 p.m.  

 Have you ever been too agitated to pray—

too much “in your head” and nowhere near 

your heart?  If so,  join us as we learn to 

“Pray in Color”, a unique meditation that 

anyone from 7 to 97 can do.  On Thursday, 

April 4 at 6:30 p.m. at First Church Diane 

Ranney will lead a workshop that will 

teach you to let go of any preconceived 

notions that one must be in a certain state 

of mind in order to “pray correctly.” Come 

with an open mind and willingness to pour 

out your needs on paper.  God speaks in 

many hues and 

shades--you bring 

your worries and 

thoughts—we’ll 

provide the  

crayons!  Snacks 

will be provided.   
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Flower Sign Ups  

Would you like to 

honor a special 

person, birthday or 

anniversary,  to 

accent the altar?   

Perhaps a thank 

you to God for the 

blessings you have 

received. Sign up 

on the chart posted in the Gates room  

or contact  Ann Morrison  at  508-428-

9431. 

Date  Name 

April 7  

April 14 Palm Sunday 

April 21 Easter 

April 28  

May 5  

May 12  

May 19  

Memorial Garden- 

Would you like to honor a loved one in the  

Memorial Garden?   

   Applications are available for Memorial 

Stones.  Forms can be found outside the office 

door in the mail slot or on the church website 

under the forms link.  

Contact the office with 

any  questions 508-888-

0434. 

Please keep these friends in your prayers 

Prayers for Healing: Joan Gregory, Br ian Lemée,  

Janet Cofran, Roupe Baker,  

Lynda Colby’s husband, Tom, Jan Souza 
 

Prayers of Sympathy: 

 all those who have lost loved ones.   
 

         Home Bound: Hope Anderson, Mildred Lauzier , 

Eleanor Rose, David Schrader 

Thank You! 
 

Barbara & Clyde Gill wish to 

thank everyone for the cards, 

kind words and prayers over 

the last few weeks.  They are 

greatly appreciated! 

Come be Fed, and Feed Others! 
 

Every Communion Sunday the Outreach 

Committee invites you to bring a donation 

to church for the Food Pantry. Together we 

can all be fed at God’s table and spread that 

love by helping to feed others in our com-

munity.  Below is a list of suggested items 

for the upcoming months: 
 

April 7: Coffee   May 5: Mayonnaise  

June 2: Dry Cat Food  July7: Liquid Hand Soap 

Jubilee- 
Jubilee is a ladies’ book discussion group that meets the 1st 

Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in the Gates Room.  We 

discuss the selected book, have a time of worship and enjoy 

refreshments and the support of a 

wonderful group.  Anyone interested 

in joining contact Nancy Lawrence 

nancjl@comcast.net.  

to be discussed April 2nd  

“Where the Crawdads Sing”  

by Delia Owens.  Happy Reading! 

WOW 

 (Widening Our Welcome) 
In honor of mental health 

awareness month, WOW will 

be hosting a Mental Health 

First Aid class on Saturday, 

May 18th, from 9am-4pm. Just 

as CPR helps you assist an in-

dividual having a heart attack, Mental Health 

First Aid helps you assist someone experienc-

ing a mental health or substance use-related 

crisis. Learn warning signs and risk factors, 

strategies to help, and where you can turn if 

you need outside help. Remember, when you 

replace “I” with “we”, “illness” becomes 

“wellness!” Sign up outside Jennie’s office in 

April. Limited to 30 participants, so sign up 

quick!  

The next WOW meeting will be on April 8th at 

5:30pm. All are welcome to attend. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7043934.Delia_Owens
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FIRST CHURCH, SANDWICH, UCC 

PO Box 810 

136 Main Street 

Sandwich, Mass. 

Phone: 508-888-0434   

E-mail: sanducc@firstchurchsandwich.org   

Website:  www.FirstChurchSandwich.org 

Spire by Email 

To subscribe to the email version of the 

Spire, saving money as well as trees, please 

send an email to sanducc@comcast.net with the 

Subject “Email Spire Only”, type your name in 

the body of the email and send.  

Jennie will gladly accept 
wrapped donations of any  

unwanted Easter 
Candy for the  

office candy 
dish!! 

April 28th  

10:00 a.m.– 1:00 p.m.  

In the vestry. 

See page 2 for details.  


