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THE  SPIRE  NEWSLETTER  

Dear First Church, 

 

As you know, our Christian Education Director, Reagan Wilda will be stepping down from her  

position at the end of this month. Over the last year she has done a fantastic job leading our faith 

formation program and youth ministries. She connected with the youngest of our children all the 

way up to our graduating high school seniors. Reagan also connected with adults, recruiting  

previous and new volunteers for Sunday School and other Faith Formation activities.  

 

Reagan not only taught our young ones the stories of Jesus, but she also embodied Christ’s  

presence and love through her own warm and welcoming spirit. It is always such a joy to see the 

children come in on Sunday morning and see Miss Reagan and immediately smile and say, “Good 

Morning!”, or to hear the children enthusiastically answer Reagan’s children’s message questions 

with off the wall stories and questions of their own.  

 

One area Reagan worked towards expanding was the mission opportunities for our youth. We saw 

this take shape in monthly participation in Cape Kids Meals, ongoing participation in Youth Street 

Reach, and our Lent Happy Hope Bags project (which was put on hold due to the pandemic). 

Reagan saw how much the youth connected and cared about helping others -- and that is what 

draws them in. This is why we have decided to break out the Christian Education Director into two 

positions: a Christian Ed Director and a new Faith in Action Coordinator. The new Faith in Action  

Coordinator will focus on youth and inter-generational mission and outreach opportunities helping 

us live out our faith.  

 

These two positions have been posted on our website:  

www.firstchurchsandwich.org/employment-opportunities.  
We are also open to combining the two positions if we find the ideal candidate.  Thank you, Reagan, 

for your dedication and hard work! I will deeply miss working with you, but I am glad you and your 

family will still be members of our First Church family.  

 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Tina  

http://www.firstchurchsandwich.org/employment-opportunities
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C H U R C H  S C H O O L  A N D  Y O U T H  N E W S :  

 In June, we gave out over 30 Summer Fun Activity 

Bags out to families throughout the community! We 

love seeing the fun activities families have with Flat 

Jesus. Make sure to share and check out photos on our 

Faith Formation Facebook Group. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/270490610993398 

 

 There is still a month left to participate in the   Sum-

mer Fun Activity Scavenger Hunt.  If you would like a Summer Activity 

Bag, or the Scavenger hunt packet to download, email 

firstchurchce@comcast.net. 

 

 Faith Formation committee is continuing to work hard to put together a plan 
for the upcoming Fall. Whether in person or online, we will are working on a 

fun and engaging Sunday School lessons for all our kiddos.  Stay tuned for 

more information as we get closer to the start of the school year.  Church 

school is scheduled to begin Sept. 13th. 
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N A T U R E  
N A N A :  

Love the outdoors? 

Want to learn and  

explore nature?  Watch 

our own Mary Beers on 

YouTube in her Nature 

Nana  

videos and explore the 

wonders in the great 

outdoors.   

Click here to view.  

Or log on to:  

https://www.youtube.c

om/watch?v=zawcpQV

2t5g  

N E E D E D :  

WANTED!  JELLY JARS! 
 

If you happen to have 

some 8 oz jelly jars that 

you would like to  

donate, please drop 

them off at the church.  

There will be a box  

under the overhang in 

the memorial  

garden. Since there has 

been no option for you 

to leave them on the 

shelf over the coat rack 

as in the past, this is 

our alternate  

arrangement.   

Are you a... 
Wordsmith? 
 Lover of metrics and outcomes?  
  Fan of researching?  
   Loyal friend of First Church?  
 

Then, we might have a volunteer job for you! If you've ever been part of 
a grant writing process, then First Church would love your assistance. We 
are gathering a small but mighty team of talented writers, researchers, and 
financial whizzes to head up a Grant Writing Task Force for First Church. 
Did we pique your interest? Simply email windsong2093@gmail.com with 
your name, email, and best number to reach you and we'll be in touch! 

G R A N T  W R I T I N G  V O L U N T E E R S  N E E D E D :  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClh85BNEHsGYMb2sm12896Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zawcpQV2t5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zawcpQV2t5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zawcpQV2t5g
mailto:windsong2093@gmail.com
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PRAYERS FOR SYMPATHY: 
 

For the Hanson Family on the loss of 
Bill Hanson 

July 15, 2020 
 

May this First Church member always 

remain in our hearts. 

H O L I D A Y  H A P P E N I N G S  F A I R :  

It is with regret that we announce that we will not be 

having our Holiday Happenings Fair this November. 

However, rest assured, we plan on coming back even 

stronger with a terrific Fair in 2021!  

 

A great deal of thought went into the decision making 

process and although we are disappointed not to have 

this opportunity to all work together and host the 

many wonderful patrons that come through our door, 

we feel it is a prudent decision. 

 

We hope all of you talented people will keep creating 

your fabulous crafts and food items, so we have even 

more to sell in 2021!   

 

Stay healthy and positive! 

                                                       

Holiday Happenings Fair Committee 

O U T R E A C H  C O M M I T T E E  N E W S :  

SAVE THE DATE-The Big Fix is going to be in Orleans 

this year on Saturday, October 3rd. Unfortunately, the 

committee has voted to only have (100) people  

volunteer this year.  Last year, we had over twenty 

church members attend so if you have any interest, 

please register quickly. If you have any questions, 

please get in touch with me capecodgal25@aol.com. 

 

Marilyn Dexter 

J U B I L E E :  

Jubilee is a ladies’ book discussion group that 

meets the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 

pm in the Gates Room. We discuss our  

selected book, have a time of worship and  

enjoy refreshments and the support of a  

wonderful group of  ladies.  Anyone interested in 

joining-in contact Nancy Lawrence: 

nancjl@comcast.net.  

our next two books to be discussed: 

Aug 4th The Most Fun We Ever Had  

by Claire Lombardo 

To be discussed Sept 8th The Vanishing Half  

by Brit Bennett 

The next Faith on Tap will be held  

August 5th @ 7:00 p.m. via Zoom   

All are welcome to log on!  

To join:  

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85041424922  

password: 948316 

F A I T H  O N  T A P :  
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PLEASE KEEP THESE FRIENDS IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
 

Prayers for Comfort & Healing:  Dick & Heidi Hardaker, Nicky Hardaker-Smith, 

Max Mittendorf, Donald Walsh, Daryl Forth, Bette Hanson,  

Pat Coates, Renault Marier,  Janet Garfield 
 

Prayers of Sympathy: The Hanson Family on the death of Bill, and the prayers 

for the Van Auken & Marancik families on the death of, Jeanne Van Auken, 

and all others who have lost loved ones.  
 

Home Bound: Mildred Lauzier, Eleanor Rose,   

Marjorie Hadley, Aggie Rosander 

Connections and Rev Tina have planned a Zoom  

Social Hour for August 9 at 11am.  In our days of 

social distancing we thought this would be a nice 

way to get in touch.   

The zoom link is:  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85007894163 

Password: 589304 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you! 
 

Cheryl Johnson-Moore, Merry Sue Ahlgren and 

the Connection team. 

S O C I A L  H O U R  R E I M A G I N E D :  

First Church is on Sandwich Community  

Television, Channel 14! Now you can watch each 

week’s Sunday service at 5:00 p.m. No internet is 

required!  Many thanks to the great team over at 

Sandwich Access Television for making this  

happen.   

Watch  

Sunday Service  

on TV! 

F I R S T  C H U R C H  O N  T V :  

M E M O R I A L  G A R D E N :  

Would you like to honor a loved one in 

the Memorial Garden?   

Applications can be emailed or mailed 

to you from the church office.   

Contact Jennie for further information 

508-888-0434. 

WAYS TO HELP DURING THE  

PANDEMIC: 

 Call: Make a phone call or email and check in 

on a friend or church member 

 Donate: Make a donation to your favorite charity 

or food pantry 

 Give: Donate blood. To find a blood drive   

www.capecodhealth.org/ways-to-give/blood-

center/upcoming-blood-drives/    

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85007894163
https://www.capecodhealth.org/ways-to-give/blood-center/upcoming-blood-drives/
https://www.capecodhealth.org/ways-to-give/blood-center/upcoming-blood-drives/




We thought you might enjoy reading a few lines from each essay.  It would be nice to print the complete 

essays, but a few of them were two pages long. WE were impressed with the maturity of the seniors and 

how well they adjusted to their senior year with all of 

the extreme changes they have faced.   

Doug and Marilyn Dexter 
 

Ian Kusza– I am certain that I can endure any  

challenges that come my way as long as I have my 

friends, family and community guiding me.  I’ve  

become a better an more resilient person.  
 

Anna Goodwin– I believe in working hard for your 

dreams but I believe that it is more important to be 

happy in the present moment.  If I was to pick one 

thing I learned from my senior year ending it would be, 

never sacrifice your current happiness for your future because your future is unknown.  
 

Ethan Weiner– In some ways, not all of the effects Covid-19 has had on my life are negative.  The  

situation has put into perspective what matters most.  I am focusing more on the things that matter.  I 

have readjusted to a new, temporary way of living and it isn’t all too bad.   
 

Emily Williams– High School isn’t just one year but four.  I have had so many wonderful experiences 

these past four years with my friends, family and teachers.  That is what the Covid-19 situation has 

taught me– a lesson that I will remember anytime I’m about to take a moment or an experience for 

granted.  
 

Jonathan Dyer– Not only did I take my senior year for granted, but I also did not recognize who lucky I am 

to have my family and friends healthy and safe, until our lives were threatened with the virus.  I’m going 

to use that to the best of my abilities going forward, for the benefit of the people I love and for myself, for 

I have faith that God has a plan for me.  
 

Foster Rubinstein– I did not even know where to start to describe how much thing highly infectious  

disease has affected me and many of my peers.  However, we should never think of just the negative, it 

has brought positives, such as family time, more time to focus on other things and help us be more  

resilient.  
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S E N I O R  S C H O L A R S H I P S :  

Thursdays at 10 am Via ZOOM 

Chair Yoga is a great way to  

Get fit where you sit®!  

Anyone can participate because 

each pose is presented in multiple  

levels of flexibility. The class  

includes breathing, stretching, 

strengthening, and relaxation.  

Contact Rebecca Reeves Dundorf  

for log-in information:  

rebreeves@comcast.net 

Rebecca Reeves, LVCYT 

C H A I R  Y O G A :  

Have you considered First Church in your 

will? The Stewardship Committee has a bro-

chure available with several options for es-

tate planning and planned giving. We'd love 

to answer any questions you may have about 

the process and can be a resource for ways 

to save on taxes 

and still offer a 

lasting gift. Please 

contact Jenny 

Spurling at  

774-238-9795  

for more  

information. 

S T E W A R D S H I P :  



FIRST CHURCH, SANDWICH, UCC 

PO BOX 810 

SANDWICH MA 02563 

136 Main Street  

Sandwich, MA  02563 

 
F A I T H  O N  T A P :  

The next Faith on Tap will be held  

August 5th @ 7:00 p.m. via Zoom   
All are welcome to log on!  

To join:  

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85041424922  

password: 948316 
 

 

 

First Church is now on Sandwich  

Access Television, Channel 14! 
 

Now you can watch each week’s  

Sunday service at 5:00 p.m.   

No internet required!  

Watch Sunday 

Service on TV!! 

Return service requested. 


