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A note from Rev. Tina 

 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel! 

Advent is upon us and soon it will be Christmas. The word Advent is derived from the Latin word 
“adventus”, meaning “arrival” or “coming”. Advent is a season of preparation in our hearts and 
minds for the arrival or coming of Jesus. There are many spiritual practices which help us prepare 
this time of year, including: reading a daily devotional (we have the UCC Advent Devotionals on the 
Faith Formation table available to everyone for a suggested donation of $3), following an Advent  
calendar, setting time aside each day for prayer, attending worship, and of course lighting an Advent 
wreath, are all great ways to observe the season.  

The use of an Advent wreath is one of the more popular spiritual practices. The Advent wreath came 
into being back in 1839 when a German Lutheran minister, while working at a children’s mission, 
decided to make a wreath out of a cart wheel. He placed twenty small red candles (representing the 
weekdays) along the outside of the wheel and four larger white candles (representing the Sundays) 
on the inside of the wheel so that the children could count down the days until Christmas. 

Now the traditional Advent wreath is adorned with evergreens along the outside with four candles 
and a white candle in the middle. The evergreens decorating the wreath symbolize the continuous life 
across the season, from the death of winter to the new life of spring. This earthly symbolism also 
points to the spiritual symbolism of newness and the promise of everlasting life through Christ Jesus. 
The natural circle of the wreath also symbolizes the unending love of Christ.  

The candles of the wreath also carry meaning. Our traditional wreath has three purple candles and 
one pink candle along the outside, with a white “Christ Candle” the in the middle. The four candles 
along the outside represent the four weeks of Advent. The purple color of the candles represents 
prayer, penance and preparation, while the one pink candle represents rejoicing. Each week we light 
one candle beginning with “Hope”, then “ Peace”,  then “Love” (the pink candle) and finally “Joy”. 
Then, on Christmas Eve the final white “Christ Candle” is lit, representing Christ’s birth.  

Celebrating Advent is a great way to help prepare your mind and heart for Christmas. This year no 
matter how you prepare for the coming of our Lord Jesus, I invite you to be mindful and take time 
out of the Christmas rush to pause, reflect, and remember why we celebrate Christmas. For Jesus 
Christ is born! 

Blessings to you this Advent season, 

Rev. Tina 

Rev. Tina will be holding community office hours 
at Beth’s Bakery 

On Jarves Street,   

Thursdays from  

9-10:30 a.m.   

Stop in and say hi! 
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Sunday School Update: 

We are now in our third unit of our Loving God, Loving Neighbor curriculum.  In December, 

we will be continuing with Stories that Shape our Faith Community.  These lessons include 

Noah and the Flood, and Daniel and the Lions and Jonah and the Fish.  As always, we invite the parents to be 

involved by volunteering in our One Room Schoolhouse.  Thank you to all our Sunday school volunteers who 

have made this a great year so far!   

It’s never too late to register for Church school!  Please invite a friend along and have them join in for a fun 

and enriching Sunday school class! 

Registration forms available under the Faith Formation Bulletin or online at  

Church School & Youth Group Registration 

Acolytes: 
Please sign up your child age 2nd grade and up to acolyte at our 9:00am service. 

Email Reagan at firstchurchce@comcast.net for more information. 

 
Upcoming Youth Group Dates: 
Youth group meeting dates: 

Sunday December 15th     4:00pm – 6:00pm 

Youth group activity dates:  

 Sunday December 22nd Youth Group Trip to La Salette Festival of Lights in Attleboro, MA    

4:00pm-8:30pm 

 January 24th-25th Street Reach This event is for Sr. Youth Group members 

If you would like to find out more information about our Youth Group, or how to be involved, please email 

Reagan at firstchurchce@comcast.net   
 

Learn, Worship & Serve  

“Learn Worship & Serve”, for 7th graders and up, will continue meeting the 

third Sunday of every month during the 9:00 service.  

Our next meeting is on Sunday, December 15th 

Please all meet in the sanctuary to begin worship together and then we will all 

head upstairs for class!  

 

Christmas Caroling:   Join First Church Jr. and Children’s Choir at the 

Decatur House in Sandwich at 5:00pm on December 19th . 

Christmas Pageant: This year we will be 

having our Christmas Pageant at our Family 

Christmas Eve 5:00pm service.   

All children are welcome to sign up and    

parents are welcome to volunteer!  Email 

Reagan for more information and for the sign 

up link. 

https://forms.gle/7PrChmnEteoA28NU7
mailto:firstchurchce@comcast.net
x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://9
x-apple-data-detectors://9
x-apple-data-detectors://9
x-apple-data-detectors://9
mailto:firstchurchce@comcast.net
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Christmas Poinsettias & Roping 

    Large Poinsettia $12.00        Small Poinsettia $8.00    

    Greens / Roping (for decorating the sanctuary) $5/$10, etc.    

    Name of donor    

    In Memory of:      

    OR in Celebration of:      

The Flower Committee will have a table in the Gates Room to receive orders after the 9:00 & 11:00 

a.m. services on December 1st, 8th and 15th.  Forms will be available at the table or you can    

mail the order in.  Order deadline: Sunday, December 15th 

All plants may be picked up after the 11:00 pm Christmas Eve service.   

Mail form and payment to:  The Flower Committee, First Church Sandwich  

     PO Box 810,Sandwich, MA 02563 

Make checks payable to: First Church Sandwich—with Flower Committee in the memo line. 

Blue Christmas Service 
December 21, 2019 | 6:00pm 

There is a paradox of the Advent and Christmas seasons 

– a time when we feel we are supposed to celebrate 

hope, love, joy and peace, and yet a time that can also be 

full of depression, sadness and grief. Blue Christmas  

offers special recognition of the struggles that many  

people face during this season. Its somber tone also    

testifies to the struggles of Mary, Joseph and Jesus that 

are often overlooked. This service of worship  

acknowledges the struggles that we all face while 

providing a safe place of rest, comfort and healing. 

Come join First Church as we hold all that is sacred  

during this Christmas Season.  

-SERRV SALE-  
There will be a Serrv Sale on two  

Sundays, Dec. 8th & Dec. 15th in the 

Gates Room after each service.  Stop by 

to start your holiday  shopping! 
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Christmas Events and Services 
 

 

Blue Christmas Service 

6:00  p.m. December 21st 
 

Christmas Eve Services 

5:00 p.m.– Family Friendly 

7:00 p.m.– Lessons and Carols 

11:00 p.m.– Candlelight & Songs 

Dear First Church Bakers, 

     Thank you so much for your generous    
donations to the Olde Thyme Country Store.  
We had the most wonderful  selection of 
baked goods on Cape Cod!  I asked for a  
larger variety pies and more breads and you 
all came through!  Not only that, but, we just 
about sold out of everything!  People also 
commented our fantastic variety of cookies  
also. 
     Our new International 
room was hit!  Thanks for 
all your new ideas.  We 
sold out of frozen apple 
pies and Swedish almond 
cakes. What a successful 
year thanks to all of you. 
Sincerely,    Betsy Pottey                                                

The Historic Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ  

Annual Meeting Recap:  
 

'Southern New England Conference' It Is…! 

(taken from the article written by Associate Conference Minister for Communications, Tiffany Vail) 

It’s official. Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ was overwhelmingly  

approved at the Saturday Annual Meeting as the new name for the new Conference. 
 

Provisionally called Together, As One, the new Conference is being formed by the union of the Connecticut, 

Massachusetts and Rhode Island Conferences. General Synod, the national denominational gathering, voted in 

June to approve replacing the three conferences with one Conference effective Jan. 1, 2020. 
 

Following the Synod vote, all that remained for Annual Meeting voters to do to bring the new Conference into 

being was to officially approve the new name, and to make some necessary bylaw changes in the three historic 

bodies. 
 

After conducting two surveys in which Southern New England Conference was the hands-down favorite, and 

gathering feedback in a variety of other settings, the new Board of Directors recommended the name to Annu-

al Meeting. “The feedback was not ambiguous. Maybe this is 

why we already have a name in lights,” said Board member 

Hannah Brown, indicating the lighted “SNEUCC” letters on 

the stage. 

Delegates from the three states voted overwhelmingly in favor 

of the name at a plenary session Saturday, Nov. 2, at the DCU 

Center in Worcester, MA. 



Page 5 V o l u m e  5 2 ,  N u m b e r  1 2  

Ladies Jubilee 

    The ladies’ book group meets the first Tuesday of 

each month at 7:00pm in the Gates Room.  All are wel-

come to join.  If you would like more information and/or 

to be placed on the contact list please contact Nancy 

Lawrence nancjl@comcast.net. 
 

The book we will be discussing on December 3rd is    

Disappearing Earth by Julia  Phillips.  Though many of 

us have made cookies for the Fair,  hopefully you won’t 

be too tired of making cookies and will bring a couple 

dozen to the next meeting, so we can sample some as 

part of our refreshments & then “swap”  taking a variety 

home. 
 

Thanks to all who con-

tributed to our Jubilee 

basket for the Fair;  see 

you all at Jubilee! 

Come be Fed, and Feed Others! 
 

Every Communion Sunday (1st Sunday of the 

month) the Outreach Committee invites you to 

bring a donation for the Food Pantry. Together we 

can all be fed at God’s table and spread that love 

by helping to feed others in our  

community. Below is a list of 

suggested items for the upcom-

ing months: 

 

Dec. 1: Peanut Butter  or  Jelly 

Jan. 5: Liquid Hand Soap 

Feb. 2: Baked Beans 

Mar. 7:Pasta Sauce 
 

Donations can be placed in  

the box in the center hallway  

to the sanctuary at the bottom  

of the staircase. 

Chair Yoga  
Group Classes 

Thursdays at 9:30 am 

$10 per class 

Chair Yoga is a great way to Get 

fit where you sit®!  

Anyone can participate because 

each pose is presented in  

multiple levels of flexibility.  Just 

about any pose that can be done standing, sitting, or 

lying on a mat can be adapted to the chair.  The class 

includes breathing, stretching, 

strengthening, and relaxation.  

 

Rebecca Reeves, LVCYT 

In support of the call to the Special Congregational 

Meeting to be held on Sunday, December 8, 2019 

to vote on the proposed budget for fiscal year 2020 

and to approve Bylaw changes to update the      

Endowment Fund Policy, copies of the following 

are available in the church office: The summary 

level 2020 budget, a summary of the key high-

lights regarding the budget, a copy showing chang-

es to the By-Laws and a summary of the key 

changes to the By-Laws. There is also a sign-up 

sheet if you wish to receive copies electronically. 

Call to Special Congregational Meeting of  

First Church Sandwich, UCC 
 

All members and associate members of the First 

Church Sandwich are called to a Special          

Congregational Meeting to be held on Sunday, 

December 8, 2019 at 10:00AM (between the two 

worship services) to hear and vote on the proposed 

budget for fiscal year 2020 and to approve     

Bylaw changes to update the Endowment Fund 

Policy. 

Childcare will be provided. 
 

Nancy Lawrence, Clerk 

mailto:nancjl@comcast.net
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  Notes from Stewardship 

We all stand in this holy building as a result of those who came before us. It was 

through the support of our predecessors that we now find sanctuary here at First Church.  
 

The Stewardship Committee would like to recognize and celebrate the lives of Herb and Millicent Wettstein as 

two such predecessors who left a legacy to First Church.  

We received a $30,000 bequest from their estate this fall. This generous gift will allow us to grow our  

endowment to ensure this holy space for generations to come.  

If you have stories, anecdotes, or pictures of Herb and Millicent, the Stewardship Committee is asking you to 

submit them to hello@simplybecreative.com or in person to Jenny Spurling. We'll be forwarding those memo-

ries to their son, Jonathan.  

Have you considered First Church in your will? The Stewardship Committee has a brochure available 

with several options for estate planning and planned giving. We'd love to answer any questions you may have 

about the process and can be a resource for ways to save on taxes and still offer a lasting gift. Please see Jenny 

Spurling for more information at jenny@simplybecreative.com. 

Getting to Know your Pastor Parish Relations Committee 

Did you know that First Church has a Pastor Parish Relations Committee (also 

known as the “PPRC”)??  In fact, we’ve been up and running since the spring so it’s high 

time we introduce ourselves.  Our members  include Vicki Chapman, Merle Harris, Sherri Williams, Walley 

King and of course Rev. Tina. You might wonder why we’re just recently formed and what exactly it is that 

we do. 
 

We came together in the spring to take over for the Search Committee whose job it has been to support our 

newly called pastor through the early months of her ministry at First Church.  The Search Committee’s long 

and demanding work has finally concluded. We owe a HUGE debt of gratitude for all they have accom-

plished, not the least of which was finding our wonderful Rev. Tina.  Now it is our turn to provide a support 

system for Tina and to be a resource to the congregation. 
 

What exactly is our job you might ask?  Contrary to what some may think, we are DEFINITELY NOT the 

complaint department!! Rather our job is to assist in fostering a healthy relationship between the pastor and 

the congregation in order to enhance the effectiveness of the church’s mission. We aim to do that by building 

up the body of Christ, providing focused, consistent support for the Pastor and creating opportunities for 

feedback and communication by cultivating an open, affirmative and creative relationship between the Pas-

tor and congregation. 
 

The responsibility of the PPRC will always be to promote DIRECT COMMUNICATION.  Direct communi-

cation creates opportunities for active listening with the goal to understand people’s feelings and differing 

points of view.  We encourage all of our members to seek out Rev. Tina, to offer her encouragement and  

validation for her ministry with us.  If you have a concern or a suggestion, we hope you will bring those to 

her as well. When the latter seems difficult, we (the PPRC) promise to help create a safe opportunity for you 

to share your thoughts. In that way, we will to continue to grow and flourish as a family of faith. We look 

forward to serving our congregation and our Pastor with love, grace, mutual acceptance and respect. 

mailto:hello@simplybecreative.com
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2019 HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS FAIR UPDATE 

We had another successful Fair thanks to our wonderful  

church family and friends! 
 

 This could never have happened without the help, cooperation, and generosity of so many   people.  

Each year more and more volunteers and donors step up. 95 local businesses donated this year. Approx-

imately 1,100 people came through our doors, many told us how they would not miss our Fair.  17 amaz-

ing youths helped out and made lasting impressions. Swedish Almond Cakes  (thanks to Irene) and our 

homemade pies were big sellers.  Balloon animals were everywhere, thanks to our generous and beloved 

Twinkles the Clown. Our elevator was buzzing with baby carriages moving from floor to floor and our 

new Towne Crier (Sue) welcomed all, even in bone chilling temperatures. 

We really appreciate all the new contributors and attendees. 

 

The money raised helps us to continue to be 

 “Caring People Sharing God’s Love” …during the Fair and beyond.  
 

The Fair Committee extends a heartfelt thank you to all who  
participated, volunteered, and shopped! 
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Please keep these friends  
in your prayers 

Prayers for Comfort & Healing:  

Richard Augustine, Dick Hardaker, Heidi Hardaker, 

Scott Johnson, Charlie Marino, Janet Garfield,  

Shirley Goldstein 
 

Prayers of Sympathy:  

All those who have lost loved ones.  

 

 Home Bound:  

Mildred Lauzier, Eleanor Rose,  

Marjorie Hadley 
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Flower Sign Ups  
Would you like to honor a special person, birth-

day or anniversary? Sign up on the chart posted 

in the Gates room  or contact  Ann Morrison  at   

508-428-9431. 
Date  Name 

Dec. 1 Marian 

Gmeiner 

Dec. 8 Sue Spurling 

Dec. 15  

Dec. 23 Christmas 

Sunday 

Dec. 29 Diane & Chris 

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK  
& YANKEE SWAP 

All adults at First Church are invited to a  

Christmas Potluck Supper & Yankee Swap  

Friday, Dec. 20 @ 5:00 in the Vestry.  

Bring a main dish or salad/

vegetable to share, your own 

place setting, and one wrapped  

gift per person costing about 

$10.  The Committee will     

provide dessert & beverages.  

Sign up on the office bulletin 

board to let us know how many 

are coming. 

Hope you will join us! 

Special thanks to these hard working Cub 

Scouts from Pack 46 who came to clean 

off the Joyful Noise Playground and other 

areas of the church yard.  Photo provided 

by Chip Reilly 

Faith on Tap 

The 1st Wednesday of the month 7:00 p.m.at the 
BBC in Sandwich. There will be no meeting Jan. 1. 
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FIRST CHURCH, SANDWICH, UCC 

PO Box 810 

136 Main Street 

Sandwich, Mass. 

Phone: 508-888-0434   

E-mail: sanducc@firstchurchsandwich.org   

Website:  www.FirstChurchSandwich.org 

Spire by Email 

To subscribe to the email version of the 

Spire, saving money as well as trees, please 

send an email to sanducc@comcast.net with the 

Subject “Email Spire Only”, type your name in 

the body of the email and send.  


